TANNOY PRECISION 6.1
STANDMOUNT LOUDSPEAKER £900
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Tothepoint

David Price is impressed by the razor
sharp, laser-like focus of Tannoy’s latest
premium standmount speaker

osting the considerable
sum of £900, Tannoy’s
new Precision 6.1 has to
be demonstrably better
than the large number of cheaper
standmounters around to attain
serious success, It has to give at least
a taste of greatness, if not the full
culinary experience! Reflecting this, it
is a purposefully styled product, with
a design suggesting few compromises.
Being a Tannoy it has a Dual
Concentric drive unit. And as anyone
who’s heard one knows, this is no bad
thing. This one is said to have an
extremely uniform sound radiation
pattern that shows off the benefits of
Tannoy’s technology to best effect —
the high frequency unit is mounted
behind, and concentrically, with the

The Tannoy is great
at filling any small
to medium-sized
room with music

low-frequency unit. High frequencies
radiate from the centre of the
low-frequency unit through a
carefully designed exponential horn.
The result is a far wider on-axis area
that you can listen from, and superior
stereo projection. The crossover
further time-aligns the two drivers,
meaning that the sound appears to
come from the same point-source just
behind the drive unit.

To the untrained eye, the Precision
6.1’s drive unit looks like a single full
range design, and not a big one at
that at 150mm in diameter. The outer
mid/bass part sports a cone made
from a selected blend of paper pulp
fibres, and is chosen for its natural
sound, says Tannoy. The cone has a
rubber roll surround and a powerful
double magnet bass motor system is
used to give the driver high sensitivity
and better dynamic range. The inset
WideBand tweeter uses a titanium
dome for high rigidity and low mass,
and is said to be superior to
aluminjum in terms of where and
how the response breaks up; “out of

harm’s way”, says Tannoy. A Tulip
Waveguide is claimed to improve
dispersion, with crossover of 1.6kHz.

The rear of the cabinet features a
distinctive binding post panel, which
has gold-plated binding posts. The
company also offers its signature fifth
terminal to earth the driver chassis to
the amplifier ground, which is said to
reduce RF interference.

Like almost all contemporary
loudspeakers, the Precision is a
bass-reflex design, which means it
has a hole in the cabinet, for better
efficiency at the expense of a slightly
less manageable bass response. The
port is at the rear, which means you
have to be careful in placement. It
needs to be at least 30cm out from
the rear walls, T find, and toed-in
slightly. This done, the 6.1 gives an
even, wide and expansive sound with
no response anomalies. In spite of all
this, Tannoy’s claim of 88dB 1W/1m
sensitivity seems optimistic in my
view; not particularly inefficient but
you would struggle to get high
volumes with a 20W valve amplifier,
for example. I use a 60W Musical
Fidelity X-150, which drives it nicely.

Sound quality
This is a quintessential high-quality
Tannoy that gives a wide, expansive
and room-filling sound. It’s not what
you'd call tonally warm, but neither is
it hard and steely; the balance is well
judged and the general impression is
one that is ever so slightly ‘well lit’
across the upper midband, but not
excessively so. It picks out vocals, lead
piano and guitar lines and throws
them into the room with confidence,
while at the same time not forcing the
listener to take cover behind the sofa!
At higher frequencies, the mid/bass
unit crosses over to the rweeter in a
pretty orderly way, where you become
aware that you are listening to a
metal dome — it’s not quite as smooth
and well damped as a fabric dome, or
as seamless and delicate as a ribbon.
All the same, it integrates well and
shares the same slightly ‘vivid’
character of the mid/bass unit. The
result is an atmospheric and extended

~
TANNOY PRECISION 51 DEVIEWS

STANDMOUNT LOUDSPEAKER £900

S DETAILS

PRODUCT :
Tannoy Precision 6.1
ORIGIN

UK/China

TYPE

Standmount
loudspeaker
WEIGHT

1.3kg
DIMENSIONS
(WxHxD)

224 x 330 x257mm
FEATURES
®25mmtitanium
dome tweeter
©150mm treated
paper mid/bass
driver

® Recommend
amplifier power:
20-150W

® Quoted sensitivity:
88dB/1W/1m

@ Quoted frequency
response: 43Hz-
35kHz (+/- 3dB)
DISTRIBUTOR
Tannoy
TELEPHONE

01236 420199
WEBSITE
tannoy.com

The fifth terminal
is for earthing
the driver
chassis to the
amplifier ground

treble. It's not coarse or hard and
lends a lovely metallic twang to
delicately struck hi-hat cymbals.

Its size means it’s only going to give
a finite amount of bass, which means
that the very bottom notes of a bass
guitar simply aren’t there. That’s fair
enough, as you don’t buy a relatively
small standmouting speaker for guilty
subterranean pleasures. But there are
similarly sized standmounters that go
slightly lower, or at least give the
impression of doing so. What bass
there is, is decently controlled and
tuneful - it doesn’t impede that lovely
open midband, and prefers to sit back
and add a bit of heft to percussion, to
push the song along in a crisp and
tidy manner.

The result is a clean and open
speaker that images beautifully and
seemingly disappears from your
listening room. I kick off with Animal
Nightlife’s Native Boy and the
Precisions romp along. Rhythmically,
the cabinet stays out of the action to
a large extent, with no untoward
honking or booming, letting the Dual
Concentric driver get its claws into
the music. This it does very well,
serving up a musically satisfying
sound that bounces from the start of
the track all the way to its very end. It
gives a really enjoyable sense of there
being a musical event, as opposed to

just going through the motions. >
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© Gold-plated
binding posts
DP: What type of customer is the
the Precision 6.1aimed at?
TL: It's actually the most purist model
in the Precision range. The range
overall differs from many previous
Tannoy speaker series in that it uses 3
6in drivers throughout, from the 6.1
with its single 6in Dual Concentric
unit up to the 6.4, which comprises
four such drivers (DC, Aux Bass and
two ABRSs). Previous Tannoy series Feed the Tannoy some heavier and does remind you you're not listening
would have stepped up drive size more challenging material, such as to a high end speaker! Also, on loud
from 6in to 8in above the 6.2 model. Genesis’ Dance on a Volcano, and peaks, there’s the slightest hint of
T_he strategic reason for this was things are no less fun. The speaker dynamic compression, proving that
simple - modern living is space- has a good go at capturing Phil no speaker with just a 6in bass driver
sensitive and if you can keep the Collins’ thunderous pan rolls and the  and 11 litres inside is immune to the
baffle area and footprint of a speaker bass drum is tight and taut. Again, the laws of physics.
smaller, then it will have wider midband is finely etched and highly
acceptance in living rooms. detailed, throwing out large amounts ~ Conclusion
Who desianedit? of information into the room with Overall, the Precision 6.1 is a
Tanﬁoy?ssfg::st;r; ding Chief ] charming little loudspeaker. Its
Designer, Dr Paul Mills, headed up the A cleanand open uﬂ-ln:gxg];z;izsas tlg?jilﬁfii:g :h?:?soéuly
Precision devel t e.
Sl L gﬁﬁﬁﬁk@? ﬁ:hﬁ% able to leave its cabinet behind and
What are the benefits of a point d Ega@@@& rs fg’@m offer an ‘out of body experience’. It’s

z 2 great at filling any small to medium-
YOur ﬁﬁﬁ%@ﬂﬁﬁ@ room sized room with music, and isn't too
picky about where you sit in it. Its
heady abandon; the guitar work feels ~ midband is its strong point — detailed,
very intricate, and Collins’ vocals are clean and projective — but the bass

source speaker?

Low and high-frequency sound
radiation is generated on the same
axis. The high-frequency unit is
mounted behind, and concentrically

with the low-frequency unit. High- < . breathy and captivating. On this and treble don’t let the side down,
y g
f . Monitor Audio’s GX50 . s 2 . .
requency sound radiates from the (£950)isa similarly denser material at higher volumes and the result is a nicely integrated
centre of the low-frequency unit sized staﬁdmountér, there’s a bit of compression, but that's  speaker that’s enjoyable to listen to.
through a carefully designed but putsouta tmore: the price you pay for a small speaker. It times well, is decently dynamic
exponential horn. Low and high measured and precise still, the Tannoy holds on more ably and has a taut, tuneful bass. There
frequencies are, therefore, fully soundthantheTannoy.  than many, and most importantly are rival designs that do some other
integrated at source, giving unique :S'SE'rsbp:,‘:;" :‘::"v’;';:':s remains in control. things better, but few are as good all
Sr? un;]d ;e;f:}roductlon qL_JaCI;tles. Alzg, thi.ch s Ibe:t’ér ot o The beautifully lilting I Hear You round. It’s a highly likeable and
s i st i h Id ' Now from Jon and Vangelis shows capable loudspeaker then, that's
obstruct the low-frequency unit in iaemstdldame ofithe S
3 Precision 6.; itis other facets to the sound, good and well worth considering @
any way (a unique feature when e B x
. ; wonderfully delicate bad. There’s nice texturing to the lead
compared with other point sourceor | and detailed, and I —— T bal and
coaxial systems). Polar dispersion of ions I ERTLICRIEE PNe GHE e ) an
- W SHAclols 100, s Me snare work is crisp, clean and wholl
sou_nd is symmetrical in both asJackingany edge. It ——— An]?i, s distinet ¥
horizontal and vertical planes. By disperseswell, buteant ~ €TUOYabIe. Jon Anderson's distinc OUR VERDICT
ca relell crossover networlic d}_'esil_?n Ehe :1;?;?::: Pr::i:i:n 61 iﬂiﬁ?ﬁ;g’é;eése‘::lﬂézi‘;‘;ﬂgagﬁgw SOUND QUALITY LIKE{- %Iean, spacious,
virtual acoustic sources of the hig pe: : 5 detailed and engaging
and Iow-frequency units forma latter throwing sound itself to be more couth than many. *** ** sound
virtual point source. Measurements outintotheroomina Again, it’s a little light and forward VALUEFORMONEY  pyg) IKE: | jmited bass
H e ek more exuberant way. towards the top of his vocal Ho ek kK extension: stiff
on other coaxial driver systems have The Tannoy is abit more L P ocal range, e COMPELition
indicated a lack of true time invalving, giving 2 but nothing unpleasant. But the BUILDQUALITY -

: -givinga N ; : WE SAY: Beautifully
alignment. In the Tannoy Dual bettersense of the synthesised bass line does raise some * * * %k % presented, musically
Concentric design the total sound natural flow of the issues; the Tannoy appears a little less EASEOFDRIVE Sa“Sth'“g stand
appears to emanate from a single music. But the Monitor extended than some, and ar high Y & & THEHES
point source located slightly behind ;m:im:ozn.tirrsewuthq volume levels there’s just a trace of P e
the drive unit, allowing the (o ST ANGMOTERIEESE 1 oxy colouration coming through. It’s =
loudspeaker to recreate a full bass, and more -

i i midrange detail. not worse than any other similarly * * *
AfCACeUrREalerea Image; priced standmounter I've heard, bur it
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